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(54) PATTERN DEFECT DETECTING METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To detect easily a defective part of a pattern 
by using a space filter having a light shielding part for 
shielding all of spectrums formed by compounding images 
of an optical Fourier transform spectrum of transmission 
light of plural kinds of regular repeated patterns to be 
inspected. 

CONSTITUTION: This method uses a space filter having 
a light sheilding part for shielding all of optical Fourier 
transform spectrums formed by compounding images of 
an optical Fourier transform spectrum of transmission 
light of plural kinds of pattern parts in which a repeated 
pitch of a light transmitting unit pattern, an array angle, 
a shape, size, etc. of each unit pattern are varied 
gradually in an inspecting area. In this way, it is possible 
to detect a defective part of a pattern in which a 
repeated pitch of a light transmitting unit pattern, an 
array angle, a shape, size, etc. of each unit pattern are 
varied gradually, by a place. 
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